
HWVA Grouse Pointing Test 
Egton Moor 
27th February 2022

It was a very cold, clear and windy start to the day. It warmed up slightly as the day went on 
but the strong wind stayed with us. It started as a head wind but became a cheek wind as 
we progressed through the card. As the test progressed it became clear the scenting 
conditions were poor as dogs were only managing to point birds at very close range. 

We saw 3 junior dogs and although 2 had second runs we, sadly none were graded, however
all 3 dogs had a lot of potential.

We had 11 adult dogs and were able to award 5 gradings.

Good:

Christine Carpenter with Aschfahl Jagerin, a 3 year old Weimaraner bitch.
The dog started very well covering a wide beat into a cheek wind. Good pace and head 
carriage. We had seen a good number of birds get up from this beat and unfortunately 
when the dog got into this area it slowed her up and led to some unproductive points. A 
bird got up in front of her and she was steady as the bird flew past her. Near the end of her 
run she had a very stylish point and stalked into a pair of grouse. The first flushed as the 
handler approached however the dog remained on point. A further 3 flushed to the right 
and the wrong side of the wind, then the second of the pair lifted. The dog remained steady 
throughout.  

Very Good:

Jackie Hammans with Zoltarous Guelder Rose, a 3 year old HWV bitch.
The dog got out and worked a good wide beat with a good pace. The handler didn’t 
interfere as she could see that the dog was making a good job of working a cheek wind. 
Although the dog didn’t need much handling it was clear she was hunting for the handler 
and not for herself. About halfway through her run the dog was 60 meters to the right 
running with pace when she slammed on point. We could just see her head behind a strip of
heather and a cock bird stood proud in the open on our side, not visible to the dog. 
Moments later the bird lifted and the dog remained on a solid point. As the handler 
approached the hen bird lifted just off the dogs nose. She was steady. She continued her run
with good pace, ground treatment and quiet handling. 

John Cullen with Mustwork Ula, a 4 year old GWP bitch.
The second this dog was cast off I knew something exciting was going to happen. The dog 
set off at a rate of knots, maybe too fast for the scenting conditions. The bitch was 
quartering the wind at speed when she ran straight into a single bird. She was steady and 
honoured the bird away. She was cast off again and the same happened two more times. It 
wasn’t long until she had a good point on a single bird that lifted as handler approached. 
She was steady to flush. She continued her run and had two further points however the 
birds were very jumpy, as they had been all day, and the birds lifted before she could be 



sent in. I thought this bitch was exciting to watch, she covered a lot of ground, had a huge 
amount of drive and there was no doubt she was going to find birds.

Sue Wagstaff with Aligngriffs Devonport, a 4 year old KG dog.
This dog got straight into its stride and was hunting from the off. Quiet handling and the dog
worked a very nice pattern on a cheek wind. It took in a lot of ground at a good pace with 
head held high. Whilst the dog was running hard to the right it slammed on point, hitting the
brakes, body twisted and locked on a bird. Before the handler could get up with the dog the 
bird lifted about 15ft from the dogs nose. The dog was steady and then continued to hunt 
hard until the end of its run. It’s clear the dog has a lot of natural ability and it was a 
pleasure to watch.

Excellent:

Richard Bows with Tickencote Get Away, a 2 year old GWP dog.
This dog started off hunting hard on a cheek wind, listening to the handler and turning on 
the whistle. It got out a good distance either side of the handler until a few minutes in the 
dog had a solid point on the edge of some longer heather. The point was claimed and the 
handler walked up to the dog and sent him in. A single bird was produced and the dog was 
steady to flush. This was the first bird to be produced on command all day. The dog 
continued its run and a few minutes later the dog was on point again. The point was claimed
and the handler again got to the dog and sent him in. This time he produced a pair of grouse
and was steady as a rock to flush. The dog continued its run and on the far right a large 
covey of Golder Plover lifted. The dog acknowledged them and continued his run until he 
came on point for a third time. He was sent in but no birds were produced. He worked the 
area out and started to track before coming back on point. As the handler approached a bird
lifted and the dog was steady. 
The dog worked a perfect pattern on a cheek wind, found game, flushed on command, 
hunted with drive, listened to the handler and was steady as a rock. There was no question 
between myself and Stevie that this dog should be graded as excellent. We couldn’t have 
asked for more. 

Stevie Allerton & Lloyd Birch


