
HUNT POINT RETRIEVE FIELD TRIAL ASSOCIATION

The HPRFTA was formed in 1982 to bring together Clubs and Societies who hold HPR Field Trials and to 
promote discussion on subjects of common interest.

Today, the core objectives of the HPRFTA are much the same as they were when it was originally formed; 

a) To encourage and promote discussion between subscribing Clubs and Societies on subjects of common 
interest concerning Field Trials.

b) To present the Kennel Club a united viewpoint of HPR Field Trial matters.

c) To organise a conference when required on Field Trials matters.

d) To facilitate the training of aspiring HPR Field Trial Judges.

e) To hold handlers field craft seminars.

f) To improve communication between HPR Field Trial Secretaries through a FTS conference.

Annually the HPRFTA host a Management of a Field Trial (Practical) Training Day for prospective judges.  Last
year was no exception as the HPRFTA hosted a Field Trial Management Day on 24th November in Hawkhurst
Kent.  The idea for the day is to have six different breeds of dogs of Novice to Open standard to run under 
each pair of learner judges in a mock FT situation. See the write up below of the day.

HPRFTA - MANAGEMENT of a FIELD TRIAL (PRACTICAL) TRAINING DAY.

We would like to thank Franie Briley of the Canal Game shoot for allowing us the use of his shoot to run our 
practical training day.

The ground was open fields of green manure crop and open bottomed woodland. We had a mixture of 
game from partridges and pheasants with a smattering of woodcock and the odd hare.

The weather was quite chilly with odd bursts of November sunshine breaking through.
I, Steve Kimberley and Steve Chant were the tutors for the day, with Rory Major as our gallery advisor 
offering not only help and advice about rules and regulations to handlers but great tips and nuggets of 
information as a competitor and insight of how to compete.
Our guns for the day were regulars at the Canal ground who shoot over HPRs regularly.

We had a group of 6 dog handlers running a German Shorthaired Pointer, Large Munsterlander, 
Weimaraner, a Hungarian Vizsla and Hungarian Wirehaired Vizsla and German Longhaired Pointer giving the
opportunity for trainees to see different styles of the breeds when hunting. This is not an easy task for the 
handlers as the potential judges may be critical as they dissect the runs. Nothing gets missed even the 
slightest mistake is noted and discussed at length. We thank them for putting themselves through this for us
and being such great and understanding sports.



The day begins with a briefing to the potential judges, and they are then split into judging pairs. A handler is
then brought into line and the students then brief the handlers on the beat they are to work. During the 
dogs run the students take mental notes of the ground treatment, hunting and game finding ability leading 
hopefully to a point. The dogs are then tested for flushing and steadiness and if game is successfully shot, 
the retrieve. When instructed by the student the handler commands the dog to make the retrieve. Finally, 
the bird is examined for damage by the students, and they then make their joint decision.  At this point they
write their notes and inform the handler as to whether they will see them again or if they feel faults have 
been made which would either have them being discarded or eliminated.

All the time myself and fellow tutor Steve Chant are listening and watching how they conduct themselves. 
Sometimes it sounds very negative, and it can be very hard to understand as an onlooker, the whole process
requires lots of practice. No one wants to get it wrong or miss mistakes so we can all be overzealous at our 
fault finding, this changes with experience.

The handlers and dogs gave the students lots to think about and to judge.  Especially when we moved onto 
woodland where dogs disappeared from sight.  This meant students had to move quickly to keep in touch 
with the dogs or they at times lost contact with the co judge.  This really made it hard for them to fill their 
books in and score and they had to rely on their co judge for help, with a clear description of what had 
taken place.

The dogs found and pointed game on their beat, sometimes offering the opportunity for a nice, marked 
retrieve or a difficult blind. This happened during the day and gave some very interesting problems to both 
judges and handlers.

With Rory Major as the gallery tutor offering advice both to handlers and waiting judges with snippets on 
how to apply themselves as handlers, I am sure this was invaluable.

The HPRFTA are very grateful to the guns who at times have to spend periods of in activity whilst things are 
discussed sometimes at great length.  These days are aimed at anyone who would like to have a greater 
knowledge into how trials are managed and run. I would highly recommend them to all those who wish to 
trial.

The HPRFTA would like to thank all of those who gave their time to make this day a success.

Chairman 
S D Kimberley

The HPRFTA recently held a weekend of conferences for grass roots triallers, Panel judges and FT 
Secretaries.  The remit has widened since 2007 by arranging these inclusive Conferences and seminars to 
fulfil the Kennel Club strategic objectives of communication at ‘grass-root’ level to gauge opinion on our 
sport and seek input for future Kennel Club Field Trial Liaison Council meetings. Any Club or individual can 
put up rule changes or discussion points to the KC Field Trial Liaison Council for their future meetings.

There were quite a few items for discussion of which the new ruling on Water was a hot topic and a lively 
debate ensued.  Highlights of the discussion are below.



Discussion Topic
Water: New regulation

 Q: Will a dog entering water in the body of a stake qualify for a Water Certificate?

 Q: What happens when a water retrieve is required in the body of an Open Stake? 

Field Trials Committee representative Steve Chant responded: 
The Water Certificate comes into line with Retrievers and Spaniels and came from the Kennel Club 
Board, but we don’t know exactly how these groups apply it. Although on page 1 of the J 
regulations it still states, dead game may be used in the conduct of a water test, under the 
Management, Conduct and Judging of Field Trials, there is no mention of it.

 Where a Special Water Test is held for part qualification for the title of FT Champion, it must be held
between the 1st September and the 1st April inclusive.

 The dog must enter water readily and swim to the satisfaction of the Judges.
 The certificate must be signed by two Panel Judges one of whom must be an ‘A’.
 If a dog has a successful water retrieve during the body of the trial, the Judges may issue a Water 

Certificate on request.
 If a Special Water Test is done no retrieve is required.
 You cannot ask for a shot to be fired.
 The water test is normally only done when required.
 If you fail a Water Test you cannot take it again on the same day.

If in the body of the trial the dog commits a fault at the water by failing to retrieve, it may still qualify for a 
water Certificate, but would be eliminated from the trial.

 Q:  Will it be retrospective for an open dog that ‘has a leg up’?
A:  That is not known. Any dog can take a Water Certificate test.

 Q:  If this regulation has come about on welfare grounds, why is it acceptable to do water in the 
body of a trial, water may be icy, in full spate or contaminated or there could be underwater 
obstacles?
A:  If a water was unacceptable to a competitor on welfare grounds, they always had a 
right to say no and could have made a formal complaint to the Kennel Club. There is a duty of care 
by judges towards the dogs.

Other items discussed were among others; Field Trials-re draws, Panel Judges lists, Availability of Field Trial 
Schedules, Gundog Working Tests (G) regs Zero marks.

As you can see, the HPRFTA have recently hosted Conferences aimed at discussing very relevant and 
important topics concerning our sport. We will continue to do so, and we look forward to your input.

To quote from a previous Chairman the late Costas Wilkinson:
‘The aim of the Association should be to reconcile our personal or political differences and welcome those 
clubs/societies … to promote the common good.’

The HPRFTA website can be found here http://www.hprfta.co.uk/  
We can also be found on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/HPRFTA 

http://www.hprfta.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/HPRFTA

